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Training Pathways for Pathology Specialists in the Northern Territory  

The Royal College of Pathologists 
Australasia  RCPA 

 5 years  
Becoming a Pathologist 
Registration  submit with a copy of your 

training program  
Selection 

Obtain a RCPA accredited position  
 

How to apply in the NT  
 

Alice Springs    (Accreditation pending with  
options in Addiction medicine, Sexual            
Assault, and possibly Custodial medicine)  
Clinical Forensic Medicine  
 

Darwin    
Anatomical Pathology 2 years  
Microbiology 2 years   
Haematology 3 years  
(Clinical and Laboratory) 

 

Continuing                        
Professional  

Development  

The training programs 
For training  available in the NT  

Trainee Handbooks                                  
Admin Requirements 
 
All training to be approved annually 
Training rotations across a minimum 
of 2 sites.  
Research component 
 

Anatomical Pathology   

 

Microbiology  

 

Haematology  

 

Assessed as Substantially or 
 Partially Comparable  

Assessed as 

Not Comparable 

Step Guides  
Peer Assessment Pathway  

 

Area of Need  
position 

Joint Trainees - RCPA & RACP  
Complete RACP basic training  3 years (see 
RACP flowchart) - can be  completed in the 
NT  
Endocrinology & Chemical   
Pathology   
Haematology   
Immunology  
Infectious Diseases &  Microbiology  
See  page 2 for training time  requirements 
and training available in the NT  

RCPA: The Royal College of 
Pathologists Australasia 
RACP: Royal  Australasian      
College of  Physicians 

Teaching Hospitals in the NT  
 

Alice Springs  
Royal Darwin Hospital  
Residents—Haematology (3-6 
months) & Registrar positions   

 

Aust/NZ Medical Graduate or  
Overseas Graduate with Australian 

Medical Council Certificate  
Full General Registration  

Completed PGY2 (minimum)  

For Clinical Forensic Medicine—completed 
PGY3  and Masters of Forensic Medicine 

(Monash)   

International Specialists  
 

With AMC verified qualifications 

Fellowship  
FRCPA 

Secure employment, obtain               
registration, complete Col-

lege requirements  

mailto:fnt.rth@flinders.edu.au
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Pathology-Careers/Becoming-A-Pathologist
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Pathology-Careers/Becoming-A-Pathologist
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Pathology-Careers/Becoming-A-Pathologist
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Training-with-the-RCPA/Initial-Registration
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/be2cf308-d1d5-4bc2-9e16-3f77f4e8c289/Selection-of-Trainees.aspx
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/registrars
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/alice-springs-hospital
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Faculties/FCFM/Training-in-CFM
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/royal-darwin-hospital-medical-officer-recruitment/rdh-pathology
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Search-Results?searchtext=continuing+professional+development&searchmode=anyword
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Search-Results?searchtext=continuing+professional+development&searchmode=anyword
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Search-Results?searchtext=continuing+professional+development&searchmode=anyword
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Curriculum
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/39b9651f-88c1-41de-aa32-fb061f77a50a/Trainee-Handbook-Administrative-Requirements.aspx
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/0516924d-28f2-4595-be3a-253a6b478758/Anatomical-Pathology-Trainee-Handbook.aspx
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/09f1abf9-0bea-4e3d-b6c3-7a89b9d936c6/Microbiology-Trainee-Handbook.aspx
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/0fc217b0-24df-496e-925b-6cf3637d7371/Haematology-Trainee-Handbook.aspx
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Overseas-Trained-Specialists/Step-Guides
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Overseas-Trained-Specialists/Peer-Review-Pathway-to-Fellowship
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/d558ab05-72fc-4385-b98c-2a7537326e22/OTS-AMC-Step-Guide.aspx
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Training-with-the-RCPA/Joint-Trainee-with-RCPA
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/basic-training
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/at-endcrinology-adult-medicine-curricula.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/at-endcrinology-adult-medicine-curricula.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/at-haematology-joint-racp-rcpa-handbook-2017-18.pdf?sfvrsn=8
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/clinical-immunology-allergy-at-curriculum.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/infectious-diseases-advanced-training-program-curriculum.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/residents
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/royal-darwin-hospital-medical-officer-recruitment/rdh-pathology
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/residents
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Overseas-Trained-Specialists
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Fellows
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RACP & RCPA Joint Programs—requirements and  training times available in the NT 

Joint Program                  

  

RACP basic 
Training  

additional years 
to complete joint 

training 

core clinical 
training 

core laboratory 
training  

non core 
training  

core clinical     
available in NT  

core laboratory 
available in NT  

non core available in 
the NT 

Endocrinology 
and Chemical 
Pathology  3 years  

4 years across a 
minimum of two 

sites  
min 12 
months max 36 months  nil 

12 months Royal 
Darwin nil n/a 

Haematology  3 years 

4 years across a 
minimum of two 

sites with a               
minimum of 1 

year at each site 12 months  24 months 
max 12 
months 

12 months Royal 
Darwin  

24 months Royal 
Darwin  

clinical training in  
other disciplines or 

research 

Immunology 
and Allergy  3 years  4 years 

min 18 
months  min  24 months  6 months  nil nil 

RACP accredited       
position in another 

speciality  

Infectious          
Diseases and   
Microbiology  3 years  5 years  

24 months 
Infectious    
Diseases  

36 months             
Microbiology nil 

12 months Royal 
Darwin  

24 months Royal 
Darwin  n/a 

https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/endocrinology-and-chemical-pathology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/endocrinology-and-chemical-pathology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/endocrinology-and-chemical-pathology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/joint-racp-rcpa-haematology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/joint-immunology-and-allergy
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/joint-immunology-and-allergy
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/infectious-diseases-and-microbiology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/infectious-diseases-and-microbiology
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/infectious-diseases-and-microbiology

