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Training Pathways for Surgical Specialists in the Northern Territory  

 Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS)    
4 –7 years  

Becoming a surgeon    Nine Surgical Specialties 
Diversity and Inclusion Plan 

• Selection Requirements  
• Register with RACS         
• Complete General Surgical Sciences Examination   
• Apply to Specialty Boards or RACS 
• Meet speciality selection requirements  

Commence Surgical Education and Training (SET) 
• Guide to SET   Nine RACS Competencies 
• Training standards framework   
• Skills training courses 
• Research component 
• Rotations through hospital networks  

Continued Professional 
Development 

RACS 
RACDS  

 

RACS Accredited training in the NT 
 

Alice Springs Hospital  
General Surgery 
6 month rotation from SA/NT or Vic  
 
Royal Darwin Hospital   
General Surgery   
6 month rotation from SA/NT, NSW, VIC   
Outreach to Katherine and Gove 
Courses in burns and trauma   
Orthopaedic Surgery  
 6 months on rotation (from SA) 
Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery (ENT)  
6 months rotation (SA) 
Outreach to remote communities and                
Katherine and Gove 

 

Assessed as  
Substantially  
  or Partially  
Comparable 

Assessed as  
Not Comparable 

  

International  Specialists  
With AMC verified qualifications 

RACS  RACDS 

FELLOWSHIP  
FRACS or  

FRACDS (OMS)  

Aust/NZ Medical Graduate or  
Overseas Graduate with  Australian Medical 

Council Certificate  
Full General Registration  

PGY2 or later, and have completed prerequisite 
skills and experience  Essential Surgical Skills   

Area of Need 
Position RACS   

RACDS  - As part of  
specialist  pathway  

 

Secure employment, 
obtain registration, 
complete College        
requirements  

Specialist pathway - 
RACS  RACDS 

Teaching Hospitals in the NT 
Surgical training for Interns, JMO’s 
and pre SET trainees in the NT              
JDocs - (Career Guidance from RACS) 
 

RACDS NT training  
 Maxillofacial Surgery   
Royal Darwin Hospital   
Advanced Surgical Training  

Royal Australasian College of Dental                
Surgeons  RACDS 4 years  

• Maxillofacial  Surgery   OMS training program 
• Training Handbook   
•  Research  (pg. 23),  
• Courses to be completed ASSET, CCrISP, EMST,  

Dentistry Degree and Registration  
12 months surgery in general   

Applying for Registrar positions   
in the NT  
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https://www.surgeons.org/
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/
https://www.surgeons.org/surgical-specialties/
https://www.surgeons.org/media/24924140/2016_12_20_diversity_and_inclusion_plan.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/surgery-as-a-career/selection-requirements/#sser
https://www.surgeons.org/media/25092595/2017-03-06_pol_eta-set-004_registration_for_selection_into_set.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/surgical-education-training/examinations/generic-surgical-sciences-examination/
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/surgical-education-training/examinations/generic-surgical-sciences-examination/
https://www.surgeons.org/media/25734335/Guide-to-SET-Booklet.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/surgical-education-training/competencies/
https://www.surgeons.org/media/21706014/mnl_2012-02-24_training_standards_final_formatted.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/for-health-professionals/register-courses-events/skills-training-courses/
https://www.surgeons.org/cpd/
https://www.racds.org/RACDS2013/CPD/RACDSNEW_Content/CPD/CPD1.aspx?hkey=3af10c01-34f8-4242-9f35-c08fbeb62166#requirements
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/alice-springs-hospital-medical-officer-recruitment/surgery
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/Regional%20Training%20Committees/GENSU0011_SA_SurgicalTrainingGuide_V3.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/Regional%20Training%20Committees/DOC%202019-03-18%20updated%20Regional%20Guide%20updated%2018%20March%202019.pdf
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/royal-darwin-hospital-medical-officer-recruitment/rdh-surgery
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/Regional%20Training%20Committees/GENSU0011_SA_SurgicalTrainingGuide_V3.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/Regional%20Training%20Committees/NSW%20Guide%20to%20Surgical%20Training.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/Regional%20Training%20Committees/DOC%202019-03-18%20updated%20Regional%20Guide%20updated%2018%20March%202019.pdf
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/katherine-hospital
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/gove-hospital
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/katherine-hospital
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/gove-hospital
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/international-medical-graduates/
https://www.racds.org/RACDS2013/Training/Overseas_Trained_OMS/RACDSNEW_Content/Training/Overseas_Trained_OMS.aspx?hkey=58a09e93-29f4-4282-9c2e-6404eabac5b6
https://www.surgeons.org/for-fellows/
https://www.racds.org/documents/Policy/OMS_Admission_to_Fellowship_Policy_Feb_2018.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/media/473135/2015-01-27_gdl_essential_surgical_skills_document.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/media/473135/2015-01-27_gdl_essential_surgical_skills_document.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/international-medical-graduates/area-of-need-pathway/
https://www.surgeons.org/becoming-a-surgeon/international-medical-graduates/specialist-pathway/
https://www.racds.org/documents/Policy/RACDS_OTOMS_Specialist_Assessment_Policy_Nov_2018.pdf
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/teaching-hospitals/royal-darwin-hospital
http://jdocs.surgeons.org/
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/royal-darwin-hospital-medical-officer-recruitment/rdh-surgery
https://www.racds.org/RACDS2013/Home/RACDSNEW_Content/Home/Home.aspx?hkey=2187c6d8-4a0e-4841-b6d8-9fc12a979cc7
https://www.racds.org/RACDS2013/Training/RACDSNEW_Content/Training/Training.aspx?hkey=1d852421-c9e9-4f68-8460-775b7a17c8af
https://www.racds.org/RACDS2013/Training/OMS_Training_Program/RACDSNEW_Content/Training/OMS_Training_Program.aspx#trainingprogram
https://www.racds.org/documents/Handbooks/OMS%20Handbook_%202019%20v1.1.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/for-health-professionals/register-courses-events/skills-training-courses/asset/
https://www.surgeons.org/for-health-professionals/register-courses-events/skills-training-courses/ccrisp/
https://www.surgeons.org/for-health-professionals/register-courses-events/skills-training-courses/emst/
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/registrars
https://health.nt.gov.au/professionals/medical-officers/medical-officers-recruitment/registrars

